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With  an  Appendix  giving  the  medical 
Regulation  has  always  failed,  arid  alway 


A FALLACY  is  held  in  some  non-regulation^countries 
that  regulation  of  \’ice  has  been  a great  hygienic  success 
on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  and  especially  at  its  head- 

original  fountain  head  in  France. 

[.  Xo  Continental 
especially  amongst  those  closely  acipiainted  with 


quarters  and 

Nothing  can  be  further  from  the  truth 
doctor,  ( * " 

the  system,  makes  any  such  pretence. 

The  system  of  regulated  vice,  by  which  is  meant  the 
attempt  to  make  “ the  practice  of  prostitution,  if  not 
absolutely  innocuous,  at  least  much  less  dangerous,”  was 
first  proposed  in  a book  published  by  Restif  de  la 
Bretonne  in  Paris  in  1769.  For  thirty  years  after  the 
system  was  talked  about,  and  commenced  in  \arious 
tentative  ways.  But  it  is  from  1802  onwards  that 
it  has  been  steadily  in  force  in  France.f  About 
that  date  and  during  the  spread  of  the  Napoleonic 
regime  throughout  the  Continent,  the  system  was  con- 
currently extended  in  all  the  countries  which  ^ ame  in 
any  way  under  the  influence  of  the  great  conqueror. 
But  in  1899  a great  Congress,  chiefly  of  medical  men, 
was  convened  by  the  supporters  of  the  system,  and 
attended  by  delegates  from  all  the  important  Govern- 
ments and  medical  corporations  of  the  world.  The 
letter  of  invitation  spoke  of  the  “ invading  march  ” of  the 
maladies  supposed  to  be  dealt  with  by  this  system,  and 


* Report  Royal  Commission,  England,  1871 
t See  Duchatelet,  Fiaux,  Minod,  &c.,  &c. 
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its  “anstantly  increasing  propagation.”  The  value  of 
the  sy  stem  from  a hygienic  point  of  view  was  very 
decider  ly  left  an  open  question  in  the  programme  of  the 
Congrt  ss.  The  place  of  honour  was  given  to  Professor 
Dr.  J oumier,  the  medical  head  of  the  system  in 
Franci,  and  the  leading  specialist  in  Europe.  He  led 
off  whti  a paper  giving  a masterly  scientific  analysis 
of  5.7  .9  cases  of  tertiary  syphilis  that  had  occurred 
in  liis  own  private  practice  in  Paris.  These  extra- 
ordina  y figures,  metaphorically  speaking,  made  the 
medici  1 men  from  England  and  America  gasp,  who  only 
knew"  i »f  the  system  in  theory,  and  supposed  that  maladies 
causec  by  vice  had  disappeared,  or  almost  disappeared, 
from  Paris!  Professor  Fournier  said  that  after  all  the 
years  ' >f  his  connection  wdth  the  system  of  regulation  of 
vice,  1:  e was  not  prepared  to  say  that  it  had  not  done  a 
Utile  g )od,  but  that  for  the  future  it  would  be  necessary 
to  loc  tc  chiefly  to  “ moral  and  religious  means  ” to 
combe  t the  spread  of  maladies  caused  by  vice.  Truly 
extrao 'dinary  words  to  come  from  an  eminent  French 
medic:  .1  man  ! The  upshot  of  the  whole  matter  w"as,  that 
when  i resolution  in  favour  of  regulation  was  moved  by 
Profes  5or  Petersen,  one  of  the  delegates  of  the  Russian 
Cover  tment,  the  Congress  shelved  it,  without  voting 
upon  i 

The  failure  of  regulation,  both  morally  and  hygieni- 
cally,  ,s  notorious  in  France,  It  is  in  relation  to  the 
army  hat  it  has  been  most  stringently  applied,  and  it  is 
in  the  army  that  its  results  have  been  most  disastrously 
felt.  vl.  Drumont,  the  editor  of  the  Libre  Parole,  one  of 
the  leaders  of  the  military  party  in  France,  and  therefore 
a witi  ess  without  prejudice  in  the  matter,  or  rather  a 
wdtnes  i wdth  strong  prejudices  in  favour  of  speaking  w"ell 
of  the  army,  said,  in  a speech  in  the  French  Legislative 
Chamber,  that  the  French  army  had  become  “a  school 
of  dru  ikenness,  of  idleness,  and  debauchery,”  “ It  has 
gone  s long  way  tow'ards  ruining  our  peasantry,  and  to 
a largj  extent,  it  has  already  debased  them.”  “No 
young  tnan,  however  clean  he  may  be  upon  entering  the 
barrac  cs,  can  leave  them  without  being  more  or  less 
tainted 
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i\I.  Drumont  further  says  in  one  of  his  newspaper 
articles,  “ I know  of  few  spectacles  more  saddening  than 
that  of  the  young  peasant  taken  from  his  field  or  his 
village  and  thrown  for  three  years  into  the  barracks. 
Taken  away  from  all  that  he  has  growm  up  amongst, 
from  all  that  he  most  values,  and  condemned  to  live  with 
men  out  of  sympathy  perhaps  wnth  him  and  understanding 
nothing  of  his  ideals  and  sentiments.  All  these  sons  of 
the  soil,  who  w’ould  in  time  have  married  some  honest 
woman  and  gi\  en  to  France  a new  race  ot  strong  and 
wholesome  men,  return  to  their  homes  all  more  or  less 


respect  for  women.” 

Jules  Simon  says  that  the  French  barracks  are  a place 
of  education  malsainey  and  Emile  de  Girardin  says  that 
they  “corrupt  body  and  soul.”  Pere  Forbes,  preaching 
at  St.  Cloiilde,  recently  said,  “The  family  in  France 
gives  to  the  army  a young  man  clean  in  mind  and  body ; 
the  army  gives  back  that  same  young  man  steeped  to  the 
very  lips  in  debauchery,  suffering  from  disease  and  de- 
grading vices.”  A number  of  other  quotations  of  a 
similar  character  could  be  given. 


M.  Aime  Humbert,  the  first  general  secretary  of  the 
\ International  Federation  for  the  Abolition  of  State 

Regulation  of  Vice,  well  said  many  years  ago : — “ Men 
• tell  you  of  contagious  diseases  which  are  to  be  made  less 

deadly  and  more  rare ; but  1 will  show  you  a contagious 
disease,  which,  wherever  this  system  obtains,  becomes 
I ever  more  deadly  and  less  rare.  It  does  not,  indeed, 

attack  any  single  organ  of  the  human  frame,  but  it 
withers  all  that  is  human — mind,  body,  soul.  It  strikes 
our  youth  at  that  unhappy  moment  w"hen  first  they  cross 
the  threshold  of  the  abodes  of  State-regulated  vice  ; and 
f when  they  recross  that  threshold  to  the  purer  air,  oh 

God  ! what  fatal  deed  has  not  been  done  ? f or  them 
I the  spring  of  life  has  no  more  flowers  ; the  very  friend - 

. ships  of  their  youth  are  polluted,  they  become  strangers 

I to  all  the  honourable  relations  of  a pure  )'oung  life  ; and 


thus  it  is  that  more  and  more  in  these  days  w*e  see 
stretching  wider  and  wider  around  us  the  circle  of  this 
rnockilig,  faded,  worn-out,  sceptical  youth,  without 
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poetry  : nd  without  love,  without  entlnisiasm,  without 
faith,  anl  without  joy.” 

This  ;s  tlie  standpoint  from  which  Abolitionists  have 
always  :>pposed  the  system  of  State  Regulated  Vice. 
They  h;.ve  always  said  that  supposing  the  maladies 
caused  I y vice  as  generally  understood  could  be  stamped 
out,  or  learly  stamped  out,  this  \ery  hygienic  success 
would  b(  the  ruin  of  society.  But  this  hygienic  success 
is  impossible.  The  law  of  God  is  one,  as  He  is  One. 
That  w lich  is  morally  wrong  is  also  hygienically, 
socially,  scientilically,  and  in  every  other  way  wrong. 

Maurice  Gregory. 


> OTE. — The  argument  used  as  a last  resort  by 
Continental  regulationists  is  that  though  their  system  has 
not  \isil  iy  lessened  maladies  caused  by  vice,  the  nations 
would  h ave  utterly  gone  to  the  bad,  from  a physical 
point  oi  ^iew,  had  it  not  been  for  regulation.  The 
validity  jf  this  argument  is  disproved  by  the  statistics  of 
England,  which  has  been  without  regulation  since  1884, 
from  wh  ch  time  maladies  caused  by  vice  have  steadily 
diminish  ^d  in  the  armv,  navy,  and  atnongst  the  ci^'il 
populati' )ii,  both  as  regards  adults,  and  the  hereditary 
malady  in  children.  See  pamphlet  published  by  the 
Friends’  Association,  entitled  “England  without  Regu- 
lated Vi(  e.” 
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WHY  STATE  REGULATION  OF  VICE 
ALWAYS  HAS  FAILED  IN  FRANCE  AND 
ALWAYS  MUST  FAIL. 

The  following  valuable  paper  has  recently  been  published 
in  Le  Kelrvement  Social,  the  organ  of  the  French  Abolitionists, 
from  the  pen  of  one  of  the  increasing  number  of  French  medical 
men  w'ho  are  frankly  coming  over  to  the  Abolitionist  side. 
Dr.  Rist  insists  that  from  a medical  point  of  view  Regulation 
is  dangerous  “ because  it  gives  to  society  a false  security,” 
and  added  to  that  “ it  degrades  and  demoralizes  the  doctor 
charged  with  exercising  it.”  The  following  are  the  facts  on 
which  Dr.  Rist  founds  his  charges  against  Regulation. 

“ The  periodical  medical  examination  of  prostitutes  is 
the  base,  the  raison  d'etre  of  Regulation.  This  examination 
suppressed,  all  the  system  of  police  supervision  disappears  of 
itself.  It  is,  therefore,  extremely  important  to  have  an  exact 
idea  of  this  examination,  and  to  take  account  of  its  \alue. 
This  is  what  I wish  to  do  w-hilst  looking  at  the  question 


from  a strictly  medical  standpoint. 

“ The  principles  of  this  examination  may  be  set  forth  in  the 
following  manner : All  the  women  inscril>ed  are  examined 
periodically  by  a doctor ; those  amongst  them  that  he 
recognizes  as  tainted  with  a contagious  venereal  affection  are 
sent  officially  to  an  establishment,  where  they  are  kept  until 
completely  cured.  In  this  manner  contagion  is  rendered 
impossible  by  a suppression  of  contact. 

“ I shall  not  tarry  to  judge  the  system  by  the  results  which 
it  gives.  In  order  to  do  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  discuss 
the  statistics,  of  which  the  value  is  singularly  relative,  and 
which  can  be  easily  made  to  show  pro  or  con.^  at  will.  It  is  a 
certain  fact,  that  Regulation  which  has  been  in  force  in  France 
for  a century  has  not  made  venereal  maladies  disappear  from 
our  countr3^  Much  the  contrary  ! 

“ What  1 maintain  is  that  the  whole  system  is  scientifically 
false,  and  that  for  numerous  reasons  which  I am  going  to  try 


to  enumerate  as  briefly  as  possible — 

“I. — The  number  of  inspected  prostitutes  is  extremely 
small  in  comparison  to  that  of  clandestine  prostitutes,  who 

■escape  all  surveillance In  matters  of  hygiene, 

public  or  private,  half-measures  are  more  than  useless ; they 
are  dangerous,  because  they  cause  a false  security. 

“II. — But  supposing  we  accept  the  thesis — all  immoral 
though  it  be — of  the  State,  who  says  to  us ; ‘ It  is  the  duty  of 
the  individual  to  have  relations  with  the  inspected  prostitute. 
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whom  I the  State)  guarantee  to  be  without  danger.  The 
medical  i xamination  that  I submit  her  to  once  a week  is  a 
sure  precaution  against  all  contagion.’  This  thesis  is 

scientific  dly  false.  xi.  ^ j u 

“ It  sir  s first  by  a vicious  reasoning  analogous  to  that  dealt 

with  abo  e.  Even  within  the  borders  where  they  pretend  to 
limit  its  < Ificacy,  the  exa’.nination  is  directed  only  to  one  party 
— the  lea  5t  numerous — of  the  suspected  individuals,  since  it 
is  applied  to  the  woman  only.  Every  doctor  has  had  to  pre- 
scribe fo  venereal  affections  contracted  in  the  niaisorjs  tohrees. 
The  mar  el  would  be  if  it  were  otherwise,  a woman  having, 
from  on-i  medical  examination  to  the  next — that  is  to  say, 
during  a week — every  occasion  possible  to  be  infected,  and 
to  infed  in  her  turn.  The  contagious  media  only  produce 
sympton  s at  the  end  of  several  days,  but  in  the  nieantime 
they  are  developing,  multiplying,  and  are  capable  of  being 

transmit  :ed.  . 

Woi  Id  it  be  necessary  therefore  to  examine  the  men  at  the 
entrance  of  the  houses  of  prostitution  ? This  measure  has 
been  picposed,*  without  a great  chance  of  success.  But 
supposn  g it  applicable,  would  it  be  efficacious  ? 

“ III.  -Gonorrhea  and  syphilis,  as  you  know,  the  two 
venerea  affections  against  which  Regulationists  pretend  to 
protect  iociety,  are  not  at  all  easy  to  diagnose  in  every  case. 
For  th€  first  of  these  two  maladies,  an  instructed  and  con- 
scientio  is  doctor  would  not  permit  himself  to-day— if  there 
be  evei  so  little  doubt,  and  the  doubt  is  frequent— to 
pronoui  ce  without  having  made,  or  had  made  for  him,  a 
bacteric  logical  examination.  This  examination  is  not,  in  any 
way,  w thin  the  compass  of  the  ordinary  medical  practi- 
tioner.! It  requires  an  experienced  and  trained  specialist,  and 

• By  ] .estif  de  la  Bretonne,  in  1769.  But  men  would  go  elsewhere 
than  the  Government  houses  of  ill-fame  under  such  circumstances. 
— [Tran!  lator’s  note.] 

+ Lon  : practice,  with  high  power  microscope^,  and  special 
knowledj  e of  a very  peculiar  kind  is  necessary.  Dr.  Nelsser,  one  oj 
the  most  prominent  medical  speakers  at  the  Brussels  Congress,  said 
that  eacl  case  of  this  kind  required  at  least  two  hours’  work  at  the 
hands  of  a specially  trained  medical  man  of  first-rate  ability.  When 
it  is  cons  dered  that  the  examinations  under  the  Regulation  system 
are  some  imes  carried  on  at  the  rate  of  fifty,  a hundred,  and  some- 
times at  an  even  higher  rate  per  hour,  and  most  frequently  by 
medical  men  of  third-rate  ability,  it  w'ill  be  seen  what  wieckers 
lights  ai  t the  pretended  certificates  of  health.  One  of  the  leading 
German  doctors  very  truly  said  that  from  a scientific  point  of  view 
these  cei  'ificates  ought  to  have  printed  across  them  in  the  largest 
type,  tha  they  are  no  guarantees  of  safety.  [Translator  s note.] 
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the  recent  progressof  microbiological  science  has  showm  us  that 
several  days  are  sometimes  necessary  to  elimiuate  the  causes  of 
error.  Some  years  ago  rudimentary  methods  were  employed, 
thanks  to  which  it  w'as  thought  possible  to  settle  the  question 
in  several  minutes,  but  we  know  to-day  that  we  cannot  be 
sure  of  anything  with  these  rapid  proceedings.  . . . ■ 

“ The  idea  of  seeking  for  the  gonococcus-^  once  a week  in  the 
case  of  all  the  women  under  the  system  is  not  possible  of 
realization.  First,  they  would  have  time  to  be  re-infected 
twenty  times  before  the  next  examination.  Then,  it  is 
impossible  to  find,  in  all  France,  a number  of  sutficiently 
competent  bacteriologists  to  make  this  research  systematically 
in  the  single  town  of  Paris.  And  yet  that  wmuld  be  the  only 
serious,  rational,  and  scientific  means  to  make  a medical 
examination  with  regard  to  gonorrhoea.f 

IV.— For  syphilis  the  question  is  still  more  complicated. 
This  malady  mauifest.s  itself  bv  extraordinarily  varied  lesions. 
....  The  secondary  lesions  present  themselves  under 
such  varied  aspects,  that  they  often  simulate  a great  number 
of  affections  of  the  skin,  that  are  neither  serious  nor  con- 
tagious. It  goes  without  saying  that  often  the  cases  are  quite 
typical,  and  recognizable  at  first  sight.  But  often  a'so  the 
diagnosis  is  very  difficult.  ....  It  is  possible  to  hesitate 
for  weeks  between  a common -place  affection  and  syphilis. 
Open  the  books  of  medicine  treating  on  the  question. 
They  are  full  of  this  recommendation,  ‘Wait  before  pro- 
nouncing  ’ r . r • 

Y, — Syphilis  is  at  this  point  a rnalndy  of  the  first  imporL 

ance.  It  is  so  long  in  duration  and  so  difficult  to  know  well, 
that  it  has  become  of  itself  a medical  speciality,  and  there  is 
a branch  of  medicine  which  is  called  syphilography.  It  is 
necessary  to  have  specially  studied  it  to  pretend  to  have  any 
competence  with  regard  to  it.  Now,  what  kind  of  doctors  do 
we  find  making  the  examinations  of  the  prostitutes  ? Apart 
from  some  honourable  exceptions,  they  are  not  met  with  in 
the  best  category  of  our  profession.  There  are  two  reasons 
for  that.  One  is  propriety.  It  is  repugnant  to  luore  than 
one  doctor  to  be  seen  entering  a house  of  prostitution.  He 

* Bacteria  of  gonorrhoea. 

^ And  even  this  has  broken  dow'n.  Recent  statistics  at  Breslau, 
where  Dr.  Neisser’s  microscopical  system  has  been  carried  out, 
show  that  venereal  maladies  amongst  men,  supposed  to  be  protected, 
reach  a particularly  high  figure  ! The  fact  is  that  the  patient  *^is- 
charged  in  supposed  perfect  health  may  be  the  means  of  infecuou 
w'iihin  twenty-four  hoars  after,  and  the  false  security  given  by^^the 
more  careful  system  heightens  the  danger, — [Translator  s note.j 
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fears  th:  t people  will  know  him,  t^at  they  will  talk  ahoiit  him, 
and  tba  it  will  injure  his  credit.  The  other  reason  is  con- 
science. Whthoiit  always  hiinseli  taking  account  very  clearly 
that  he  would  make  himself  an  accomplice  of  a social 
iui(piity,  he  cannot  associate  himself  with  a work  of  the  police 
where  h s professional  dignity  has,  to  say  the  least,  nothing 
to  c>aia.  From  whence  it  arises  that  the  doctors  answerable 
for  the  ‘xaminations  in  the  :::aisous  tolerves  are,  especially  in 
the  prov  aces,  the  least  noted,  the  most  n*^edy,  and  sometimes 
the  mos'  ill-famed  ph'.s  Will  such  an  one  receive  the 

special  t ducation  necessary  to  make  those  delicate  diagnoses 
of  which  I was  speaking  just  now  ? W'ill  he  ha\  e had  a training 
in  one  of  our  great  venereal  hospitals  ? Very  rarely.  The  experts 
in  syphi  is  are  not  numerous,  and  they  have  something  better 
to  do  th  in  to  second  the  police.  W hen  we  see  how  many 
learned  doctors,  worthy  ut  confidence,  are  incompetent  in 
the  mat  er  of  venereal  maladies — through  not  having  had  a 
sncciali;  t's  education — we  are  terrified  in  thinking  of  the  daily 
errors  vLich  must  be  committed  by  the  iguoiant  doctors 
whose  T Aine  is  iegion.'-' 

**  Con  Uisions. — The  medical  exainination  is  useless. 

“ I,  1 ecause  it  is  generally  made  by  hicompelent  doctors. 

'•  .i.  1 ecause  it  pretends  to  diagnose,  in  'Ome  cases,  afiec- 
tions  of  which  the  diagnosis  is  especiaiiy  delicate,  and  some- 
times \<  r)' difficult. 

3.  I-  ecause  it  takes  no  account  of  possible  re-infectious 
betwcei  successive  M^its. 

“4.  1 ecause  it  is  directed  only  to  a minority  of  the 
suscej)t:5le  individuals  (the  registered  womeni  neglecting 
complet  :’ly  on  the  one  part  the  clandestine  prostitutes,  and 
on  the  c ther  part  the  meu. 

“3.  I is  scientifically  absurd  hccaubc  it  rests  on  methods 
of  ex.am  nation  uuiversahy  recognised  as  insutficieiit. 

**Tbe  mevlicai  examinadon  is  dangerous: 

“ 1.  i ecause  it  gives  to  society  a deceitful  security. 

“2.  f ecause  it  degrades  and  demoralises  the  doctor  eu- 
trusted  vith  its  exercise.’’ 


* And  in  whose  absolute  power  the  characters  of  so  many  women 
are  place  i without  appeal. — [Translator's  notev 


Fricndi'  A -sociation  tor  Abolishing  Stst-  Regulat  on  of  Vice,  i”.  Devonshire 
Chambers.  Bishopsgaie  Witbout,  London,  E.C 
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